
CountryData Workshop – Sharing Best 

Practice
National versus international data - A strategy for 

reconciliation

Improving the collation, availability and dissemination of development 
indicators (including the MDGs)



UN Millennium Declaration

Resolution 55/2, 8th plenary meeting, 8 September 2000



Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs)



MDG Indicators

UNSDUNSD



Statistical Commission



MDGlabs
unstats.un.org/unsd/mdglabs



Data exchange problems



Statistical Data & Metadata eXchange

• A set of standards, guidelines, and tools to be used for 
efficient exchange of statistical data and metadata.

Access

• Registration

• Subscription

• Notification

• Download

Data

• Series name

• Unit of Measure

• Sex

• Age group

• Location

•…etc.

Metadata

• Definition

• Methodology

• Data source

• …etc.



CountryData SDMX 

Data Exchange Model

National 
Registry

National 
Repository DB

1. Publish

2. Register

CountryData 
Web Service

3. Notify

4. Download

CountryData DB

5. Upload

SDMX Dissemination 
Site

International
MDG DB

6. Publish 
and Visualize

National Statistical Office

CountryData 
Web Site







Data discrepancies

• Different definitions, concepts, methods used

• Different country data sources

• International model-based/adjusted estimated 
data v.s.  country survey based estimated data

• Insufficient coordination between and among 
international agencies, regional organizations and 
countries, (e.g. data not reported, wrong focal 
point contacted, lack of response in country 
consultations)

Source : Workshop on Millennium Development Goals Monitoring to 2015 and Beyond, Bangkok



Data discrepancies

• Proxy indicators calculated in countries

• International agencies change methodology

• Questions are asked on the same issue 
differently in different countries

• Sensitive questions were not asked or were 
modified in some countries due to cultural issues

• Different population figures used – WPP 
estimates vs country estimates

Source : Workshop on Millennium Development Goals Monitoring to 2015 and Beyond, Bangkok



Data discrepancy labels

Label

Under investigation

No difference

Discrepancy Labels

Different age groups

Different data sources

Different definitions

Different methodologies

Different source type

Unidentified

+ Commentary

STAGE 
ONE

STAGE 
TWO



Currently at the set up stage

Initial activities

• Installation of repository/ registry (i.e. DevInfo, Fusion)

• Training on SDMX standard & registry features

• Customisation of platform (language, branding…)

• Database analysis & maintainence

• Complete mapping of core indicators (i.e. MDGs)

• Training on metadata for development indicators

• Reference metadata request

• Sharing reference metadata via SDMX 



Progress to the feedback loop

s

Step 1: Review 
of country data 
and metadata

Review match 
with intl. series

Step 2: Classify 
series as 
“exact”, 
“consistent” or 
“discrepant”

Step 3: Review 
metadata of 
“consistent” and 
“discrepant”
series for 
explanations

Step 4: Prepare report 
on explanations for 
country/ intl. agency

National Statistical Office

National 
Registry

Publish & register new 
data and metadata

Notification & 
download

Upload, publish 
& visualise

NSO to review and 
feedback in new 

data and metadata



Thank you for your attention

http://unstats.un.org

http://data.un.org

http://data.un.org/countrydata


